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REPORT. 


THE  Royal  College  of  Pbyficians  of  London,  having  received 
Mis  Mujel'ty's  Commands,  in  compliance  with  an  Addrcfs 
from  the  Moufe  of  Commons,  “ to  inquire  into  the  liate  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  report  their  Opinion  and  Ob- 
fervalions  upon  that  Pradice,  upon  the  Evidence  which  has  been, 
adduced  in  its  fupport,  and  upon  the  Caufes  which  have  hitherto  re- 
tarded its  general  adoption;” — Have  applied  themfelves  diligently *to 
the  bufineis  referred  to  them. 

Deeply  imprefled  with  the  importance  of  an  inquiry  whiah  equally 
involves  the  lives  of  individuals,  and  the  public  profperity,  they  have 
made  every  exertion  to  inveftigate  the  lubjedt  fully  and*  impartially. 
In  aid  ot  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  members  of  their  own 
body,  they  have  applied  Separately  to  each  of  the  Licentiates  of  the, 
College;  they  have  corresponded  with  the  Colleges  of  Pbyficians  of 
Dublin  and  Edinburgh ; with  the  Colleges  of  Surgeons  of  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Dublin ; they  have  called  upon  the  Societies  efta- 
blithed  lor  Vaccination,  for  an  account  of  their  pradice,  to  what 
extent  it  has  been  carried  on,  and  what  has  been  the  refult  of  their 
experience ; and  they  have,  by  public  notice,  invited  individuals  to 
contribute  whatever  information  they  had  ieverall/  collected.  They 
have  in  conlequsnce  been  furniflied  with  a mat's  of  Evidence  com- 
municated with  the  greatelt  readinefs  and  caudour,  which  enables 
them  to  lpcak  with  confidence  upon  all  the  principal  points  referred 
to  them.. 

L During  eight  years  which  have  elapfed  fmee  Dr.  Jenner 
rtiade  his  difeovery  public,  the  progrefs  of  Vaccination  has  been 
rapid,  not  only  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  in  every 
quarter  of  the  civilized  world.  In  the  Britilh  Itlands  fome  hundred 
thoufands  have  been  vaccinated,  in  our  pdfl'effiohs  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
upwards  of  800,000,  and  among  the  nations  of  Europe  the  practice 
has  become  general.  Profefiional  men  have  fubmitted  it  tothefaireft 
trials,  and  the  Public  have,  for  the  molt  part,  received  it  without 
prejudice.  A few  indeed  have  flood  forth  the  adverfaries  of  Vacci- 
nation, on  the  lame  grounds  as  tneir  predeceflbrs  who  oppofed  the 
peculation  for  the  Small  Pox,  falfely  led  by  hypothetical  reafoning 
m the  lnveftigation  of  a fubjedt  which  mull  be  fupported,  or  reiedted, 
upon  tadts  and  obfervation  only.  With  thele  few  exceptions,  the  tel- 
timony  in  favour  of  Vaccination  has  been  muft  ft  rang  and  lktisfac- 
tory  and  the  pradhcc  of  it,  though  it  has  received  a check  in  fome 
quarters,  appears  ftill  to  be  upon  the  increafe  in  molt  parts  of  the 
• rated  Kingdom.  - " 
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IT.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  in  giving  their  Obfervations  and 
Opinions  on  the  practice  of  Vaccination,  think  it  right  to  premife, 
that  they  advance  nothing  but  what  is  i'upported  by  the  multiplied 
and  unequivocal  evidence  which  has  been  brought  before  them,  and 
'they  have  not  contidered  nny  lads  as  proved  but  what  have  been 
Hated  from  adual  observation. 

Vaccination  appears  to  be  in  general  perfcdly  fafe ; the  inftanccs 
to  the  contrary  being  extremely  rare.  The  dileafe  excited  by  it  is 
fiight,  and  feldom  prevents  thoi'e  under  it  from  following  their  ordri 
nary  occupations.  It  has  been  communicated  with  Safety  to  preg- 
riant  women,  to  children  during  dentition,  and  in  their  earliell  in- 
fancy: in  all  which  refpeds  it  polTelfes  material  advantages  over 
Inoculation  for  the  Small  Pox  ; which,  though  productive  of  a dif- 
eafe  generally  mild,  yet  1'oinetiines  occafions  alarming  lymptoms,  and 
is  in  a few  cafes  fatal. 

The  Security  derived  from  Vaccination  againft  the  Small  Pox,  if  not 
abfolutely  perfed,  is  as  nearly  So  as  can  perhaps  be  expeded  from 
any  human  difeovery ; for  amongft  Several  hundred  thoufand  cafes, 
with  the  refglts  of  which  the  College  have  been  made  acquainted,  the 
number  of  alledged  failures,  has  been  furprizingly  Small,  fo  much  fo, 
as  to  form  certainly  no  reasonable  objedion  to  the  general  adoption 
of  Vaccination ; for  it  appears  that  there  are  not  nearly'  lo  many 
failures,  in  a given  number  of  vaccinated  perfons,  as  there  are  deaths 
in  an  equal  number  of  perfons  inoculated  for  the  Small  Pox.  Nothing 
can  more  clearly  demonftrate  the  Superiority  of  Vaccination  over  the 
Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox,  than  this  consideration  ; and  it  is  a molt 
important  fad,  which  has  been  confirmed  in  the  courfe  of  this  in- 
quiry, that  in  almoft  every'  cafe,  where  the  Small  Pox  has  fucceeded 
Vaccination,  whether  by. Inoculation  or  by  cafual  infedion,  the  dil- 
cafe  has  varied  much  from  its  ordinary  courfe;  it  has  neither  been 
the  fame  in  the  violence,  nor  in  the  duration  of  its  Symptoms,  but 
has,  with  very  feiv  exceptions,  been  remarkably  mild,  as  if  the  Small 
Pox  had  been  deprived,  by  the  previous  Vaccine  difeafe,  of  all  its  ulual 
malignity. 

The  tell i monies  before  the  College  of  Phyficians  are  very  decidedr 
in  declaring,  that  Vaccination  does  lei’s  milchief  to  the  conllitution, 
and  lefs  frequently  gives  rife  to  other  difeafes,  than  the  Small  Pox, 
either  natural  or  inoculated. 

The  College  feel  themfglves  called  upon  to  Hate  this  firongly,  be- 
caufe  it  has  been  objected  to  V accination,  that  it  produces  new, 
unheard-of,  and  monftrous  difeafes.  Of  fuch  alfertions  no  proofs  have 
been  produced,  and,  after  diligent  inquiry,  the  College  believe  them 
to  have  been  either  the  inventions  of  deSigning,  or  the  miftakes  ot  ig- 
norant men.  In  thefe  refpeds  then,  in  its  mildnels,  its  falety,  and  its 
confequences,  the  individual  may  look  lor  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
V accination.  The  benefits  which  flow'  from  it  to  Society  are  infinitely 
more  considerable;  it  fpreads  no  infection,  and  can  be  communicated 
onlv  by  Inoculation.  It  is  from  a consideration  of  the  pernicious 
elTeds  of  the  Small  Pox,  that  the  real  value  of  Vaccination  is  to  be 
estimated.  The  natural  Small  I’ox  has  been  fuppofed  to  deflroy  a 
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fixth  part  of  all  whom  it  attacks  ; and  that  even  by  Inoculation, 
where  that  has  been  general  in  pariihes  and  towns,  about  one  in  300 
has  ufually  died.  It  is  not  fufficiently  known,  or  not  adverted  to, 
that  nearly  one-tenth,  fome  years  more  than  one-tenth  ot  the  whole 
mortality  in  London,  is  occafioned  by  the  Small  Pox;  and  however 
beneficial  the  Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox  may  have  been  to  indi- 
viduals, it  appears  to  have  kept  up  a conftant  lource  of  contagion, 
which  has  been  the  means  ot  increafing  the  number  ot  deaths  by 
what  is  called  the  Natural  diieafe.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this 
mifehief  has  been  extended  by  the  inconfiderate  manner  in  which 
great  numbers  of  perfons,  even  fince  the  introdudtion  ot  Vaccination, 
are  ltill  every  year  inoculated  with  the  Small  Pox,  and  afterwards  le- 
quired  to  attend  two  or  three  times  a w:eek  at  the  places  ot  Inocula- 
tion, through  every  ftage  of  their  illnels. 

From  this,  then,  the  Public  are  to  expeft  the  great  and  uncontro- 
verted fuperiority  of  Vaccination,  that  it  communicates,  no  calual 
infe&ion,  and,  while  it  is  a protection  to  the  individual,  it  is  not  pre- 
judicial to  the  Public. 

III.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  in  reporting  their  Obfervations  and 
Opinions  on  the  Evidence 'adduced  in  fupport  of  Vaccination,  feel 
themfelves  authorized  to  flate  that  a body  of  Evidence  fo  large,  fo 
temperate,  and  fo  confident,  was  perhaps  never  before  collected  upon 
any  medical  queftion.  A difcovery  fo  novel,  and  to  which  there  w'as 
nothing  analogous  known  in  nature,  though  relting  on  the  experi- 
mental obfervations  of  the  Inventor,  was  at  firtt  received  with 
diffidence:  it  was  not,  however,  difficult  for  others  to  repeat  his 
experiments,  by  which  the  truth  ot  his  obfervations  was  confirmed, 
and  the  doubts  of  the  cautious  were  gradually  difpelled  by  extenlive 
experience.  At  the  commencement  of  the  practice,  almofit  all  that 
were  vaccinated  were  afterwards  lubmitted  to  the  Inoculation  of  the 
Small  Pox  ; many  underwent  this  operation  a fecond,  and  even  a third 
time,  and  the  uniform  fuccefs  of  thefe  trials  quickly  bred  confidence 
in  the  new  difcovery.  But  the  evidence  of  the  l’ecurity  derived  from 
Vaccination  againft  the  Small  Pox  does  not  reft  alone  upon  thofe  who 
afterwards  underwent  Variolous  Inoculation,  although  amounting  to 
many  thoufands ; for  it  appears,  from  numerous  obfervations  com- 
municated to  the  College,  that  thofe  who  have  been  vaccinated  are 
equally  fecure  againlt  the  contagion  of  epidemic  Small  Pox.  Towns 
indeed,  and  Diftri&s  of  the  Country,  in  which  Vaccination  had  been 
general,  have  afterwards  had  the  Small  Pox  prevalent  on  all  lides  of 
them  without  fuffering  from  the  contagion.  There  are  alfo  in  the 
evidence  a few  examples  of  epidemic  Small  Pox  having  been  fubdued 
by  a general  Vaccination.  It  will  not,  therefore,  appear  extraordi- 
nary that  many  who  have  communicated  their  obfervations  ffiould 
ftate,  that  though  at  firlt  they  thought  unfavourably  of  the  practice, 
experience  had  now  removed  all  their  doubts. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  evidence  is  not  univerfally 
favourable,  although  it  is  in  truth  nearly  fo,  for  there  are  a few  who 
entertain  fentiments  differing  widely  from  thofe  of  the  great  majority 
of  their  brethren.  The  College,  therefore,  deemed  it  their  duty,  in  a 

A 3 particular 


s 


REPORT  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians 

particular  manner,  to  enquire  upon  what  grounds  and  evidence  the 
oppoters  of  Vaccination  retted  their  opinions.  From  perfonal  exa- 
mination, as  well  as  from  their  writings,  they  endeavoured  to  learn 
the  full  extent  and  weight  of  their  objections.  They  found  them 
without  experience  in  Vaccination,  fupporting  their  opinions  by 
hearfay  information,  and  hypothetical  reafoning,  and,  upon  invefti- 
giiting  the  fads  which  they  advanced,  they  found  them  to  he  either 
milupprehended  or  mifreprefented ; or  that  they  fell  under  the  deferin- 
tion  ot  cafes  of  impeded  Small  Pox,  before  noticed,  and  which  the 
College  have  endeavoured  fairly  to  appreciate. 

The  practice  of  Vaccination  is  but  of  eight  years  (landing,  and  its 
promoters,  as  well  as  opponents,  muft  keep  in  mind,  that  a period  fo 
‘ thort  is  too  limited  to  al’certain  every  point,  or  to  bring  the  art  to 
that  perfection  of  which  it  may  be  capable.  The  truth  of  this  will 
readily  be  admitted  by  thole  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Inoculation 
for  the  Small  Pox.  Vaccination  is  now,  however,  well  underftood, 
' and  its  character  accurately  deferibed.  Some  deviations  from  the 
ufual  courfe  have  occalionally  occurred,  which  the  Author  of  the 
practice  has  called  fpurious  Cow  l’ox,  by  which  the  Public  have  been 
milled,  as  if  there  were  a trite  and  a faile  Cow  Pox;  but  it  appears, 
that  nothing,  more  was  meant,  than  to  exprefs  irregularity  or  dif- 
ference from  that  common  form  arid  progrefs  of  the  Vaccine  Puftule 
from  which  its  efficacy  is  inferred.  Thole  who  perform  Vaccination 
ought  therefore  to  be  well  inltrnded,  and  fliould  have  watched  with 
the  greateft  care  the  regular  progrefs  of  the  Putlule,  and  learnt  the  mod 
proper  time  lor  taking  the  matter.  There  is  little  doubt  that  fome  of 
the  failures  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  inexperience  of  the  early  Vac- 
cinators, and  it  is  not-unreafonnble  to  exped  that  farther  oblervation 
■e.  ill  yet  fugged  many  improvements  that  will  reduce  the  number  of 
anomalous  cafes,  and  fur mill  the  means  of  determining,  with  greater 
precilion,  when  the  Vaccine  difeuic  has  been  effectually  received. 

Though  the  College  of  Phyficians  have  confined  themfelves  in  efti- 
maling  the  evidence  to  fuch  faffs  as  have  occurred  in  their  own 
country,  becaufe  the  accuracy  of  them  could  bed  he  afeertained,  they 
cannot  be  infenfible  to  t lie  confirmation  thefe  receive  from  the  reports 
of  the  fuccefsful  introduction  of  Vaccination,  not  only  into  every 
part  of  Europe,  but  throughout  the  valt  Continents  of  Afia  and 
America. 

JV.  Several  caules  have  had  a partial  operation  in  retarding  the 
general  adoption  of  Vaccination;  fome  writers  have  greatly  under- 
valued the  fecurity  it  affords,  while  others  have  corifidered  it  to  be  of  a 
temporary  nature  only;  but  if  any  reliance  is  to  lie  placed  on  the 
ftatements  which  have  been  laid  before  the  College,  its  power  of  pro- 
tecting the  human  body  from  the  Small  Pox,  though  not  perfect 
indeed,  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the  prudent  and 
dil'paffionate,  efpecially  as  the  Small  Pox,  in  the  few  indunces  where 
it  has  fublequeutly  occurred,  has  been  generally  mild  and  tranfient. 
The  opinion  that  Vaccination  afi’ords  but  a temporary  fecuiity  is  lup- 
ported  by  no  analogy  in  nature,  nor  by  the  fads  which  have  hitherto 
occurred.  Although  the  experience  ol  \ accinc  Inoculation  be  only 
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a few  years,  yet  the  fame  difeafe,  contraded  by  the  Milkers  of 
Cows,  in  feme  diltrids  has  been  long  enough  known  to  afeertain  tha. 
in  them,  at  lead  the  unfufceptibility  of  the  Small  Pox  contagion 
does  not  wear  out  by  time.  Another  caufe,  is,  the  charge  again  (> 
Vaccination  of  producing  various  new  difeafes  of  frightful  and  rnon- 

ftTpreCincS  of  feme  of  thefe  have  been  exhibited  in  prints  in 
a way  to  alarm  the  feelings  of  parents,  and  to  mfuie  dread  and  aj>- 
prehenfion  into  the  minds  of  the  uninformed.  I abdications  with 
fuc-h  reprefen  tationa  have  been  widely  circulated,  and  though  they 
originate  either  in  grofs  ignorance,  or  wilful  mifreprefentation,  yet 
have  they  leffenea  the  confidence  of  many,  particularly  oi  the  lower 
claffes,  in  Vaccination;  no  permanent  effects,  however,  in  retarding 
the  progrefs  of  Vaccination,  need  be  apprehended  from  inch  caufes, 
for,  as  loon  as  the  Public  (hall  view  them  coolly  and  without  furpnze, 

they  will  excite  contempt,  and  not  fear.  ...  , . 

Though  the  College  of  Phyficians  are  of  opinion  that  the  progrefs 
of  Vaccination  has  been  retarded  in  a few  places  by  the  above  caufes, 
vet  they  conceive  that  its  general  adoption  has  been  prevented  by 
caufes  far  more  powerful,  and  of  a nature  wholly  different,  i he  lower 
orders  of  facicty  can  hardly  be  induced  to  adopt  precautions  againlt 
evils  which  may  be  at  a diftauce;  nor  can  it  be  expected  from  them, 
if  thefe  precautions  are  attended  with  expence.  Unlefs  tliereioie,  from 
the  immediate  dread  of  epidemic  Small  Pox,  neither  Vaccination  nor 
Inoculation  appear  at  any  time  to  have  been  general,  and  when  the 
caufe  of  terror  has  pafled  by,  the  Public  have  relapied  again  into  a 
ftate  of  indifference  and  apathy,  and  the  lalutary  practice  has  come  to 
a (land,  it  is  not  eal'y  to  luggeit  a remedy  for  an  evil  lb  deeply  ini- 
printed  in  human  nature.  To  inform  pd  inltiu^t  the  public  mind 
may  do  much,  and  it  will  probably  be  found  that  the  progrefs  of  Vac- 
cination in  .different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  that  inftrudion.  Were  encouragement  given  to  Vaccina- 
tion, by  offering  it  to  the  poorer  claffes  without  expence,  thcie  is 
little  doubt  but  it  would  in  time  fuperfede  the  Inoculation  for  the  Small 
Pox,  and  thereby  various  lources  of  variolous  infedion  would  be  cut 
off;  but  till  Vaccination  becomes  general,  it  will  be  impollible  to 
prevent  the  conllant  recurrence  of  the  natural  Small  Pox  by  means 
of  thofe  who  are  inoculated,  except  it  fhould  appear  proper  to  the 
Legiflature  to  adopt,  in  its  wifdom,  fame  meafure  by  which  thofe  who 
frill,  from  terror  or  prejudice,  prefer  the  Small  Pox  to  the  Vaccine 
difeafe,  may,  in  thus  confulting  the  gratiticat'.on  of  their  own  leelings, 
be  prevented  from  doing  mifehief  to  their  neighbours. 

From  the  whole  of  the  above  confiderations,  the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians feel  it  their  duty  ftrongly  to  recommend  the  pradice  of  Vac- 
cination. They  have  been  led  to  this  concluiion  by  no  preconceived 
opinion,  but  by  the  inoft  unbialfed  judgment,  formed  from  an 
irrefutable  weight  of  evidence  which  has  been  laid  hefore  them. 
For  when  the'  number,  the  refpedability,  the  difintercffednels,  and 
the  extenlrve  experience  of  its  advocates,  is  compared  with  the 
iceble  and  imperiled  teiVunonies  of  its  few  oppofers ; and  when 
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it  is  confuiered  that  many,  who  were  once  adverfe  to  Vaccination, 
have  been  convinced  by  further  trials,  and  are  now  to  be  ranked 
among  its  warmeft  fupporters,  the  tiuth  feems  to  be  etlablifhed 
as  firmly  as  the  nature  of  fuch  a queftion  admits  ; fo  that  the 
College  of  Phyficians  conceive  that  the  Public  may  reufonably  look 
forward  with  l'ome  degree  of  hope  to  the  time  when  all  oppofition  fha.ll 
ceal’e,  and  the  general  concurrence  of  mankind  fliall  at  length  be  able 
to  put  an  end  to  the  ravages  at  leaft,  if  not  to  the  exiftence,  of  the 
Small  Pox. 

LUCAS  PEPYS,  President* 

Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  7 
iotk  April  1807.  3 

Jq‘  llerzey,  Regifter. 
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APPENDIX, 


No.  1. 

To  the  Royal  College  of  PHYSICIANS  of  London, 
Gentlemen, 

I AM  ordered  by  the  King  and  Queen’s  College  of  Phyficians,  in 
Ireland,  to  thank  thp  Royal  College  of  Phylicians  of  London  for 
the  communication  they  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  them, 
of  certain  propolitiops  relative  to  Vaccination,  whereon  His  Majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  direct  an  Inquiry  to  be  inflituted,  and  in  the 
profecutioii  of  which,  the  co-operation  of  the  College  in  Ireland  is 
requefled. 

And  I am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  faid  College  having 
referred  the  mveftigation  of  thefe  propofitians  to  a Copiuiittee,  have 
received  from  them  a Report,  of  which  the  incloled  is  a copy;  and 
that  they  defire  the  fame  may  be  confidered  as  containing  their  opinion 
Upon  the  lubjeft. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

By  order  of  the  King  and  Hugh  Fergvfon, 

Queen’s  College  of  Regilter, 

Phyficians  in  Ireland. 

Dublin,  11th  Nov.  1806. 

“ The  practice  of  Vaccination  was  introduced  into  this  city  about 
•the  beginning  of  the  year  1801,  and  appears  to  have  made  incon- 
ftderable  progrefs  at  firft.  A variety  of  caules  operated  to  retard  its 
general  adoption,  ainongft  which  the  novelty  of  the  practice,  and  the 
* ' extraordinary 
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extraordinary  eftefts  attributed  to  Vaccination,  would  naturally  take 
the  lead. 

“ Variolous  Inoculation  had  been  long,  almoft  exclufively,  in  the 
hands  of  a particular  branch  of  the  profeflion,  whole  prejudices  and 
interefts  were  ltrongly  oppol'ed  to  the  new  practice  ; and  by  their  being 
the  ulual  medical  attendants  in  families,  and  elpecially  employed  in 
the  difeafes  of  children,  their  opinions  had  greater  effect  upon  the 
minds  of  parents.  The  Smal  Pox  is  rendered  a much  lels  formidable 
difeafe  in  this  country  by  the  frequency  of  Inoculation  for  it,  than  it 
is  in  other  parts  of  His  Majefty's  dominions,  where  prejudices  agamft 
Inoculation  have  prevailed  5 hence  parents,  not  unnaturally,  ob- 
jected  to  the  introduction  of  a new  difeafe,  rather  than  not  recur  to 
that,  with  the  mildnels  and  fafety  of  which  they  were  well  ac- 
quainted. 

“ In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1804,  the  Cow  Pox  Inftitution  was 
pftablilhed  under  the  patronage  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  and  it  is 
from  this  period  that  we  may  date  the  general  introduction  of  Vacci- 
nation into  this  city,  ana  throughout  ail  parts  of  Ireland. 

“ The  fuccefs  of  the  limitation,  in  forwarding  the  new  pra&ice, 
is  to  be  attributed  in  a great  meafure  to  the  refpedtability  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  fuperintend  it,  and  to  the  diligence,  zeal,  and  atten- 
tion of  Dr.  Labatt,  their  Secretary  and  Inoculator.  In  order  to 
fliew  the  progrefg  which  has  been  made  in  extending  Vaccination, 
your  Committee  refer  to  the  Reports  of  the  Cow  Pox  Inftitution  for 
the  laft  two  years,  and  to  Extracts  from  their  Regifter  for  the  prelent 
year. 


Patients 

Inoculated. 

Packets  iffued 
to  Practitioners 
in  general. 

Packets  to  Army 
Surgeons. 

1804  - - - 

578  , 

776 

236  , 

X805  - - - 

1,032 

1,124 

• M 
OO 

1806  - - - 

i>356 

L340 

220 

Total  - - 

2,966 

3.240 

634 

n the  above  ftatement,  the  numbers  are  averaged  to  the  end  of 
the  prefent  year,  on  the  fuppofition  of  patients  retorting  to  the  Infti- 
tution as  ulual.  The  correlpondence  of  the  Inftitution  appears  to  be 
yery  general  throughout  every  part  of  Ireland,  and  by  the  accounts 
received,  as  well  from  Medical  Practitioners  as  others,  the  luccefs  of 
Vaccination  leems  to  be  uniform  and  effectual.  At  the  prefent  period, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  there  are  few  individuals  in  any 
branch  oi  the  profeffion,  who  oppofe  the  practice  of  Vaccination  in 
this  part  of  Elis  Majefty’s  Dominions, 

« It 
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“ ^ is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  that  the  practice  of  Cow 
Pox  Inoculation  is  fafe,  and  that  it  fully  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
that  have  been  intended  by  its  introduction.  At  the  fame  time,  your 
Committee  is  willing  to  allow  that  doubtful  cafes  have  been  reported 
to  them  as  having  occurred,  of  perfons  fuffering  from  Small  Pox, 
who  had  been  prev'ioufly  vaccinated.  Upon  minute  inveftigation! 
however,  it  has  been  found  that  thefe  fuppofed  inltanres  originated 
generally  in  error,  mifreprefentation,  or  the  difficulty  of  diferiminat- 
jng  between  Small  Pox  and  other  eruptions,  no  cafe  having  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  duly  authenticated  by  rel'peCtuble 
and  competent  judges,  of  genuim  Small  Pox  fucceedma  the  regular 
Vaccine  difeafe.  * 

1 he  practice  of  A accination  becomes  every  day  more  extended  ; 
and,  when  it  is  coniidered  that  the  period  at  which  it  came  into  ge- 
neral ufe  in  Ireland  is  to  he  reckoned  from  fo  late  a date,  your  Com- 
mittee is  of  opinion,  that  it  has  made  already  as  rapid  a progrefs  as 
could  he  expected. 

(Signed).  “ James  Cleghor*. 

u Daniel  l\li//s. 
u Hugh  FergiiJ'on 


No.  2. 

Phyficians  Hall,  Edinburgh,  “26th  Nov.  1806. 

Gentlemen, 

TI1E  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh  have  but  little  op- 
portunity themfelvcs  of  making  obfervations  on  Vaccination,  as  that 
practice  is  entirely  conducted  by  Surgeon  Apothecaries,  and  other 
Medical  Practitioners  not  of  their  College,  and  as  the  etfeds  produced 
bv  it  arc  fo  inconfiderahle  and  flight,  that  the  aid  of  a Phyfjciun  is 
never  required. 

The  College  know  that  in  Edinburgh  it  is  univerfally  approved  of 
by  the  Profeffion,  and  by  the  higher  and  middle  ranks  of  the  com- 
munity, and  that  it  has  been  much  more  generally  adopted  by  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  than  ever  the  Inoculation  for  Small  Pox 
was,  and  they  believe  the  fame  to  obtain  all  over  Scotland. 

With  regard  to  any  caufes  which  have  hitherto  prevented  its  general 
adoption,  they  are  acquainted  with  none,  except  the  negligence  or 
Ignorance  of  parents  among  the  common  people,  or  their  miltaken 
idpas  of  the  impropriety  or  criminality  of  being  accelfary  to  the  pro- 
duction of  any  difeafe  among  their  children,  or  the  difficulty  or  iinpof- 
fibility,  in  feme  of  onr  Country  Diftrifts,  of  procuring  Vaccine  matter, 
or  a proper  I’erfon  to  inoculate. 

The  evidence  in  favour  of  Vaccination  appeared  to  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh  fo  ftrong  and  dedifive,  that  in  May 
1 ji,  they  fpontaneoufly  and  unanimoufly  elected  Dr.  Jenner  an  Ho- 
norary Fellow  of  their  College  ; — a mark  of  diliinftion  which  they 
very  rarely  confer,  and  which  they  coniine  alnioft  exdiifively  to  Fo- 
reign Phyficiaris-of  the  firft  eminence. 

6 They 
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They  did  this  with  a view  to  publifh  their  opinion. with  regard  to 
Vaccination,  and  in  teftimony  of  tlieir  conviction  of  the  immenfe  be- 
netits  which  have  been,  and  which  will  in  future  he  derived  to  the 
world,  from  Inoculation  for  the  Cow  Pox,  and  as  a mark  of  their 
fenfe  of  Dr.  .lenner’s  very  great  merits  and  ability  in  introducing  and 
promoting  this  invaluable  practice. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Th.  Spens,  C.  R.  M.  Ed  P*. 

To  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians  of  London. 

V , • — — — 

No.  3. 

AT  a Special  Court  of  Aflillants  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, convened  by  order  of  the  Mafier,  and  holden  at  the 
College  on  Tuefday  the  17th  day  of  March  1807  ; 

Mr.  Governor  Lucas  in  the  Chair: 

Mr.  Long,  as  Chairman  of  the  Hoard  of  Curators,  reported,  That 
the  Board  are  now  ready  to  deliver  their  Report  on  the  fubjed  of 
Vaccination. 

It  was  then  moved,  feconded,  and  Refolved,  That  a Report  from 
the  Board  of  Curators,  on  the  fubjed  of  Vaccination,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  their  confideration  by  the  Court  of  Allillants,  on  the  2tft 
day  ot  November  lall,  be  now  received. 

Mr.  Long  then  delivered  to  Mr.  Governor  Lucas  (prefiding  in  the 
ab  fence  ol  the  Matter)  a Report  lrom  the  Board  of  Curators. 

It  was  then  moved,  feconded,  and  Refolved,  That  the  Report  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Long,  be  now  read  ; audit  was  read  accordingly,  and 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  Court  of  Afiihants  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London. 

THE  Report  of  the  Board  of  Curators,  on  the  fubjed  of 
Vaccination,  referred  to  them  by  the  Court,  on  the  a, ft 
day  of  November  1806  ; made  to  the  Court  on  the  17th  of 
March  1807. 

The  Court  of  Afl] Hants  having  received  a Letter  from  the  Royal 
•V?  ° nJ  • AC*Snf,-  London,  addrefled  to  this  College,  dating, 

. !f  . ",  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  incompliance  with  an 

r diets  hom  the  Honourable  Houle  of  Commons,  to  dired  His  Royal 
College  of  1 hyficians  of  London  to  enquire  into  the  Rate  of  Vaccina- 
tion in  the  United  Kingdom,,  to  report  their  Obfervat ions  and  Opi- 
nion upon  that  Pradicc,  upon  the  Evidence  adduced  in  its  fupport, 

and 
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and  upon  the  Caufes  which  have  hitherto  retarded  its  general  adop- 
tion ; that  the  College  were  then  engaged  in  the  inveftigation  of 
the  feveral  propohtions  thus  referred  to  them,  and  requeuing  this 
College  to  co-operate  and  communicate  with  them,  in  order  that  the 
Report  thereupon  might  be  made  as  complete  as  potfible: 

And  having,  on  the  21ft  day  of  November  laft,  referred  fuch  letter 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Board  of  Curators,  with  authority  to  take 
fuch  fteps  refpefting  the  contents  thereof  as  they  fliould  judge  proper, 
and  report  their  proceedings  thereon,  from  time  to  tinTe  to  the* 
Court : — The  Board  proceeded  with  all  poffible  difpatch  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  fubjedh 

The  Board  being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  proper  toaddrefs  Cir- 
cular Letters  to  the  Members  of  this  College,  with  a view  of  collect- 
ing evidence,  they  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Court,  holden 
on  the  15th  day  of  December  laft,  the  drafts  of  fuch  Letter  as  ap- 
peared to  them  belt  calculated  to  aqfwer  that  end;  and  the  fame 
having  been  approved  by  the  Court,  they  caufed  Copies  thereof  to  be 
fentto  all  the  Members  of  the  College  in  the  United  Kingdom,  whole 
reiidence  could  be  afeertained,  in  the  following  form  ; viz. 

u SirT 

“ The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  being  defirous  to  co-operate 
with  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  London,  in  obtaining  infor- 
mation refpeding  Vaccination,  fubmit  to  you  the  following  Quellions, 
to  which  the  favour  of  your  Anfwcr  is  requefted. 

“ By  order  of  the  Court  of  Aftiftants, 
Lincoln’s-Inn  Fields,  “ Oknj  Bt/four,  Secretary." 

Dec.  15,  1S06. 

u ift.  IIow  many  perfons  have  you  vaccinated? 

“ 2d.  Have  anv  of  your  patients  had  the  Small  Pox  after  Vacci- 
nation? In  the  cafe  of  every  fuch  occurrence,  at  what  period  was  the 
Vaccine  matter  taken  from  the  V'elicle?  How  was  it  preferred?  How 
long  before  it  was  inferted?  What  was  the  appearance  of  the  inflam- 
mation ? And  what  the  interval  between  Vaccination  and  the  Va- 
riolous Eruption  ? 

“ 3d.  Have  any  bad  effects  occurred  in  your  experience  in  confe- 
qtrence  of  Vaccination  ? And  if  i'o,  what  were  they  ? 

a 4th.  Is  the  practice  of  Vaccination  increafing  or  decreaflng 
in  your  neighbourhood ; if  decreaflng,  to  what  caufe  do  you  impute 
it?" 

To  fuch  Letters  the  Board  have  received  426  Anfwers;  and  the 
following  are  the  refults  of  their  inveftigation : 

The  number  of  perfons,  Hated  in  iuch  letters  to  have  been  vacci- 
nated, is  164,381. 

The  number  of  cafes  in  which  Small  Pox  had  followed  Vaccina- 
tion is  56. 

The  Board  think  it  proper  to  remark  under  this  head,  that,  in  the 
•nemerution  of  cafes  in  which  Small  Pox  has  fuceeedcd  Vaccination, 

s ^ey 
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they  have  included  none  but  thofe  in  which  the  fubjeA  was  vaccinated 

by  the  Surgeon  reporting  the  faAs. 

The  bad  confequences  which  have  arifen  from  v accination  are, 
eruptions  of  the  fkin  in  <T6  cafes,  and  inflammation  of  the  arm  in 
24  inftances,  of  which  three  proved  fatal. 

Vaccination,  in  the  greater  number  of  Counties  from  which  Re- 
ports have  been  received,  appears  to  be  increafing  ; it  may  be  proper 
however,  to  remark,  that,  in  the  Metropolis,  it  is  on  the  decreai'e. 
The  principal  real'ons  afligned  for  the  decreafe  are, 

I mperfe A Vaccination, 

Inftances  of  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination, 

Suppofed  bad  confequences, 

Publications  againft  the  praAicc, 

Popular  prejudices. 

And  fuch  Report  having  been  cOnfidered,  it  was  moved,  feconded, 


Refolved,  That  the  Report  now  read  be  adopted  by  this  Court,  as 
the  Anfvver  of  the  Court  to  the  Letter  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  of  the  23d  day  of  OAober  laft,  on  the  fubjeA  of  Vaccination. 

Refolved,  That  a copy  of  thefe  Minutes  and  llefolutions,  figned  by 
Mr.  Governor  Lucas  (preliding  at  this  Court  in  the  abfence  of  the- 
Matter)  be  tranfmitted  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Regifter  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians. 

' (Signed)  W*  Lucas. 


Xo.  4. 

Edinburgh,  March  3d  1807. 

Sir, 

I mentioned  in  my  former  Letter,  that  I would  take  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity of  laying  before  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh, 
the  communication  with  which  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficiqns'  of 
London  had  honoured  them,  on  the  23d  of  October  laft  : 

I am  now  directed  by  the  Royal  College  to  fend  the  following 
Anfwer  on  that  important  fubjeA. 

The  praAice  of  Vaccine  Inoculation,  both  in  private,  and  at  the 
Vaccine  Inftitution  eftablifhed  here  in  1801,  is  increafing  fo  rapidly, 
that  for  two  or  three  years  paft,  the  Small  Pox  has  been  reckoned 
rather  a rare  occurrence,  even  amongft  the  loweft  orders  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  City,  unlefs  in  lome  particular  quarters  about  twelve 
months  ago ; and,  among  the  higher  ranks  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
difeafe  is  unknown. 

I lie  Members  ol  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  have  much  pleafure 
in  reporting,  1 hat,  as  far  .as  their  experience  goes,  they  have  no  doubt 
of  the  permanent  fecurity  againft  the  Small  Pox  which  is  produced 
by  the  conftitutional  affeAion  of  the  Cow  Pox;  and  that  fuch  has 
hitherto  been  their  luccels  in  Vaccination,  as  alfo  to  gain  for  it  the 
confidence  ol  the  Public,  infomuch  that  they  have  not  been  required. 
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for  fame  years  pad,  to  inoculate  any  perfon  with  Small  Pox  who  had 
not  previoufly  undergone  the  Inoculation  with  the  Cow  Pox 

'IRe  Members  of  the  Royal  College  have  met  with  no' occurrence 
in  their  practice  ot  Cow  Pox  Inoculation  which  could  operate  in  their 
mmds  to  its  diladvantage,  and  they  beg  leave  particularly  to  notice 
that  they  have  leen  no  mftance  of  obltinate  eruptions,  or  of  new  and 
dangerous  difeafes,  which  they  could  attribute  to  the  introduction 
among  mankind  oi  this  mild  preventive  of  Small  Pox.  The  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  know  of  no  caules  which  have  lutherto  retarded 
the  adoption  oi  Vaccine  Inoculation  htSje  ; on  the  contrary,  the  pruc- 
lice  has  become  general  within  this  city:  and  from  many  thoufand 
packets  of  Vaccine  matter  haying  been  lent  by  the  Members  of  the 
Royal  College,  and  the  Vaccine  Infiitutiun  here,  to  all  parts  of  the 
country,  the  Royal  College  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  practice 
has  been  as  generally  adopted  throughout  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  as  could  have  been  expected  from  the  diftance  of  fome  parts, 
oi  the  country  from  proper  Medical  Affiftance,  and  other  circumftances 
of  that  nature. 

1 have  the  honour  to  he, 

Sir, 

Your  moll  obed'  Serv* 

//  ii  i'urquharfon , 

Prefident  of  the  Royal  College  and  Incorporation 
of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh. 


Sir, 


No.  5. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 
Dublin,  February  4th,  1807. 


1 am  direfled  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  inclofcd  Report  of  a Committee 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  to  whom  was  referred  a Letter 
Irom  the  Royal  College  of  Pliyficiaus  in  London,  relative  to  the  pre- 
l’ent  Hate  of  Vaccination  in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; and  to 
Rate,  that  the  College  of  Surgeons  will  be  highly  gratuied  bv  more 
frequent  opportunities  of  corrcfponding  with  the  Englifh  College  of 
Phylicians  on  any  iubjedl  which  may  conduce  to  the  advancement  of 
Science,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Public. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  molt  obed'  humble  Servant, 

* James  H entkorn,  Sccy. 


At  a Meeting  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  holden 
at  their  Theatre,  onTuefday  the  13th  day  of  January  1807. 

Francis  M'Evoy,  Elq.  Prefident. 

Mr.  Johnfon  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
a Letter  from  the  College  of  Phyficians,  London,  relative  to  the  pre- 
. ” lent 


Appendix.]  of  London,  pb  VACCINATION.  1 4 

fent  ftate  of  Vaccination  in  the  United  Kingdom,  &c.  See.  That  they 
met,  and  came  to  the  following  Relblutions : 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  That  Inoculation  with  Vaccine 
Infection  is  now  very  generally  adopted  by  the  Surgical  Practitioners 
m this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  a preventive  of  Small  Pox. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  That  from  the  25th  day  of 
March  1800  to  the  25th  of  November  1806,  11,504  perlons  have 
been  inoculated  with  Vaccine  InfeCtion  at  the  Difpenfary  for  Infant 
Poor,  and  2,831  at  the  Cow  Pox  Inftitution,  making  a total  of  14.3307 
exclusive  of  the  number  inoculated  at  Iiofpitals  mud  other  places, 
where  no  regiftry  is  made  apd  preferved. 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  Cow  Pox  has 
been  found  to  be  a mild  difeafe,  and  rarely  attended  whh  danger,  or 
any  alarming  fymptom,  and  that  the  few  cafes  of  Small  Pox  which 
have  occurred  in  this  country,  after  fuppofed  Vaccination,  have  been 
fatisfadorily  proved  to  have  aril'en  from  accidental  circumftances,  and 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  efficacy  in  the  genuine  Vaccine 
Infection  as  a preventive  of  Small  Pox. 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  caufes  which, 
have  hitherto  retarded  the  more  general  adoption  of  Vaccination  in' 
Ireland,  have,  in  a great  meafure,  proceeded  from  the  prejudices  of 
the  lower  claffes  of  the  people,  and  the  intereft  of  fome  irregular 
Practitioners. 

To  which  Report  the  College  agreed. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Jama  I^cnthoni,  Stcr. 


fa 
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